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DID YOU KNOW?  
Only about one quarter 
of all STEMM jobs are  

held by women

IT’S TIME TO 
CHANGE THAT!

Kate Doodson

How did you get here? 
I studied to be a Civil Engineer and I have a BEng (Hons) in Structural and Civil Engineering. 
Computing wasn’t really a thing when I was studying, but I knew I had a logical brain, so 
wanted to do something with that!

Best thing about working in technology? 
I love problem solving, and I get to solve problems all day! I love that about what I do. Also, 
I think most people aren’t aware of how creative the industry can be, most problems haven’t 
been solved before, so you have to think creatively to get most of the work completed.

Who is your STEMM superhero?  
I’m a big fan of Sue Black, who is a great advocate of women in technology, she now runs the 
Computer Science course for women in Durham University. I’m also a huge fan of all our staff 
who work in STEMM – at Cosmic we have nearly 50% female workforce, which is great  
for a STEMM business, and jointly run by women too. What a great combination!

Joint CEO of Cosmic
A social enterprise that delivers 
digital skills and consultancy

If you’re interested in any of those subjects, there are 
literally hundreds of amazing jobs available. STEMM 
roles are very varied and range hugely from ethical 
hackers to robotics engineer, software designer to 
sustainability expert, doctor to ecologist – and all sorts 
in between.

You don’t necessarily need a degree or PhD either. There are 
now lots of further education qualifications and degree level 
apprenticeships available in a wide variety of subjects such as food 
technology, cyber security, medicine and software development.
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CAREERS IN STEMM
If you enjoy STEMM subjects, you might want to 
consider some of the following careers: 

Helen Sharman

Helen Sharman was a chemist, 
who became the first British 

astronaut (and the first British 
cosmonaut), as well as the 

first woman to visit the space 
station Mir, in 1991. 

She went to comprehensive 
school in Sheffield and later 

studied for a chemistry degree. 

Whilst working as a chemist, 
she responded to a radio advert 
which invited people to become 
the first British space explorer. 
13,000 others also entered, but 

it was Helen who won. 

Since her space travels, she 
has written books and won 

numerous medals and awards. 

Food Technologist 

Software Developer

Medicine 

It would be your job to ensure that food products are 
produced safely, legally and to the quality claimed. You might 
be involved in developing the manufacturing processes and 
recipes of food and drink products and may work on existing 
and newly-discovered ingredients to invent new recipes and 
concepts. You’d probably have very good attention to detail 
and be quite analytical. You’d probably be good at working on 
your own as well as part of a team.

Researching, designing, implementing and managing software 
programs. You’d have an analytical brain and be good at fixing 
problems, talking to clients and other team members, and 
project management. With experience, you could later become 
a Senior Developer or perhaps set up your own business as a 
consultant.

To be a doctor, you’d need a higher education degree 
in medicine, but there are lots of other medical careers 
available that don’t, including technicians, medical assistants, 
phlebotomists or paramedics. You’d need to enjoy solving 
problems, have a very keen attention to detail, and be a great 
communicator.  

If digital skills are your thing, you might 
be interested to know that the UK has one 
of the largest digital economies in the 
world, and this sector contributes £100 
billion to the country every year. 
That’s why companies need to ensure that they have lots of new 
talent joining them, with fresh ideas and skills that are up to date. 
It’s not just large companies such as IBM, Siemens and BAE Systems 
that offer digital apprenticeship schemes; there are also lots of 
opportunities available locally with smaller businesses too.
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To find out more, and to view a wider range of roles  
within the STEMM sector, go to:
 
www.thebigbangfair.co.uk/careers/stem-careers
www.stem.org.uk/resources
www.stemwomen.co.uk/studentsandgraduates 
www.stemettes.org
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