
 

 
 

Green Innovation Fund 
EOI (Expression of Interest) Form Guidance Notes 

 
 
The expression of interest form (EOI) is the first stage in applying for Green Innovation Fund 
funding. This guidance explains how to fill in an EOI, and who is eligible for funding under its 
terms. 
 
What is the Green Innovation Fund?  

 
The Green Innovation Fund was created to help Devon Build Back Better as it recovers from 
the effects of Covid 19; helping to boost clean, green growth and creative solutions to 
environmental problems, whilst establishing Devon as a leader in the low carbon sector.  
 
Clean Growth means growing the economy within our ecological limits. Innovation is required 
to create new ways of working, products, or concepts to achieve economic growth and skills 
gains whilst meeting Carbon Net Zero.   
 
The project will identify areas of potential Green Innovation in Devon and use a challenge 
fund to magnify and accelerate green innovation that is viable, practical, and replicable in 
Devon.  
 
Funding of between circa £25,000 - £200,000 can be applied for, with a combination of capital 
and revenue funding available. All funding must be spent by 31/3/23. 

 
 
What does an ideal applicant to the Green Innovation Fund look like? 

 
The GIF is looking for applicants with innovative ideas for new products and services that 
both move us closer to Net Zero and create economic growth, jobs and apprenticeships within 
the county. The programme aims to stimulate Devon’s economic recovery whilst aligning with 
the vision of the (Interim) Carbon Plan https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/devon-
carbon-plan. Projects that can become self-sustaining and are replicable will also be looked 
upon favourably.  

 
Which projects will be supported? 

 
The following list contains examples of suitable projects, but it is not exhaustive: 
 

• Replicable Circular Economy projects with no waste 

• Agri-tech (incl. robotics, regenerative agriculture, aquaculture, hydroponics, vertical 
growing) 

• Marine and Maritime Innovations  

• Retail – green, eco retail – i.e., apps linking consumers to local producers / green 
supply and delivery chains / innovative ethical and environmentally sound town and 
village centre retail / innovative ways of boosting local consumption of locally made 
products, net zero products 

• Innovative Green Tourism – hospitality apps, digital solutions 

• Smart technologies and Grid innovations; how and when we use electricity and 
storage of electricity 

• Innovative green energy solutions including hydrogen  

• Community solutions to lowering carbon emissions and localising supply chains  

• Innovative building retrofit technologies  

https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/devon-carbon-plan
https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/devon-carbon-plan


 
• Advances in electric vehicle technology, placement of charging points, and 

developments in electric aviation (that have potential for significant impact beyond the 
business receiving the grant).  
 

Who is eligible to apply for the Green Innovation Fund? 
 

1. All businesses/organisations/social enterprises/charities applying for the GIF must be 

based in Devon (excluding Plymouth and Torbay) 
2. We cannot support projects which intend to use the funds to make grants to other 

organisations 

3. There are no thresholds regarding business or organisation size or longevity, but 

applicants with proven ability to deliver on similar projects will be looked on 

favourably, and all applicants will be subject to a Due Diligence check. This will 

include accounts and cash flow forecasts.  

4. Sole traders are eligible to apply as long as they are associated with a registered 

business 

 

What are the conditions of the Green Innovation Fund? 

5. All applicants must be able to demonstrate that the projects are only viable with the 

help of additional funding, and that this funding cannot be acquired elsewhere 

6. All applicants must be able to demonstrate that their idea and business plan are 

viable, and that their product or service is replicable 

7. All applications must demonstrate measurable economic outcomes; these could be 

new businesses, jobs, apprenticeships/training courses, or increased turnover 

8. All applications must show that the product or service provided has a measurable 

impact on Devon’s carbon emissions 

 

What is funding available for? 

9. Both capital and revenue funding are available 

10. 35% of the fund is capital – this includes items such as equipment, tools, and 

buildings 

11. 65% of the fund is revenue – this relates to running costs of the business such as 

activity or salaries (projects can apply for capital or revenue or both).  

12. Funding between the amounts of circa £25,000 to £200,000 can be requested 

13. Projects with match funding or using GIF to lever additional funding will be looked 

upon favourably (although not essential) 

14. All GIF funding must be spent by March 2023 

15. Funding will be paid quarterly in arrears. 

 

What are the required outputs of applications to the Green Innovation Fund? 

 

Projects supported by the Green Innovation Fund must have at least 1 measurable economic 

output, and 1 measurable environmental output from the list below.  

Output/Outcome Delivered  Guidance Notes 

Economic Outputs/Outcomes  

Number of 
businesses/organisations 
supported 

Do not include your own organisation here but please count any 
other organisations that your project will support. 



 
Jobs created/safeguarded Combined total of jobs created and/or safeguarded as a result 

of your project 

Number of new apprenticeships Apprentices are employees with a contract of employment - they 
get paid and receive holiday leave. At least 20% of working 
hours are dedicated to formal training. 

Number of participants engaged 
on a training course 

Number of participants who start a training course as a result of 
your project 

Number of participants 
completing a training course 

If all participants stated in 4 above are expected to complete 
their training, please state the same figure again. 

Number of participants gaining 
an accredited qualification 

Participants gaining qualifications listed on the Register of 
Regulated Qualifications can be included here 

Number of new products or 
services developed 

Combined total of new outputs – can be either products or 
services  

Environmental 
Outputs/Outcomes 

 

Delivering parts of the (Interim) 
Devon Carbon Plan  

The (Interim) Devon Carbon Plan can be accessed here: 
https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/devon-carbon-plan 

Estimated Carbon Savings 
during the Project 

Tonnes of CO2 saved 

Opportunities for Future Carbon 
Savings 

Estimate should be in tonnes of CO2 

If your project will also deliver 
other outputs/outcomes, please 
list them here: 

 

Enter additional 
outputs/outcomes 

Describe how these will be measured and state the quantity that 
you expect to achieve 

 

Funding Requirements 

You will need to provide details of the total costs of your project and show that you will have 
funding (including the amount you are requesting from the Green Innovation Challenge Fund) 
to cover all the costs. If you can reclaim VAT, please exclude VAT from your figures. If you 
cannot reclaim VAT, please include VAT in your figures. Please state your VAT status.  

 

Subsidy Control Compliance 

Grants from the Green Innovation Challenge Fund are awarded through the Small Amounts of 
Financial Assistance Allowance (SAFA). This is part of the UK’s new Subsidy Control regime 
which replaces the EU State Aid rules. Under the new rules, you are allowed to receive up to 
£335,000 (subject to exchange rates) from public funds over any period of 3 years. It includes 
any subsidy previously received as de minimis aid or as Small Amounts of Financial 
Assistance under the EU-UK Trade and Co-operation Agreement (TCA) from any subsidy 
awarding body.  
 
It is your organisation’s responsibility to check that it is eligible prior to the submission of an 
Expression of Interest. If you have any doubt as to your position you must seek appropriate 
advice before submitting this form. Information regarding compliance with Subsidy Control 
regulations will be requested at the full application stage.  

 

How to submit your application  

All applications must be sent as a Microsoft Word document to Polly Frost at 

economygrants@devon.gov.uk by Monday 8th November at 9am.   

What happens next? 

Please note that a submission of an Expression of Interest Form does not guarantee that you 
will be invited to submit a full application. After the submission deadline for Expression of 
Interest Forms has passed, they will be reviewed, and all applicants will be contacted by the 

https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/
https://register.ofqual.gov.uk/
https://register.ofqual.gov.uk/
https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/devon-carbon-plan


 
end of November. Successful applicants will then be invited to submit a full application, which 
must be submitted by Tuesday 4th January 2022.   

 


